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LINKING ENVIRONMENT AND SECURITY

�The coming decades will see rising resource scarcity, greater environ-
mental degradation and increasingly disruptive climatic change. In fact, in
an increasingly uncertain world these trends are disturbingly predictable.
The question is whether increasing environmental and resource pressures
will reduce security and stability, or will our political, governance and
security systems be able to manage them peacefully? 
The lack of focus on environmental security issues found by the research
in this volume could suggest that security professionals in the major deve-
loped powers hold the more optimistic view. More disturbingly it could
indicate that these new realities have yet to be integrated into security
strategies and policy frameworks.�

From the Foreword by Nick Mabey,
Founding Director/Chief Executive, E3G Third Generation Environmentalism
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An Overview of Strategies and Initiatives of Selected Governments,
International Organisations and Inter-Governmental Organisations

For the past 20 or 30 years there has been an ongoing discourse regar-
ding the interaction between security and environment. However, there is
little evidence that governments and the international community have
yet really incorporated this third side of the triangle of environment �
development � security into official policies. Never-the-less, as this report
reveals, �Even where governments have not advertently or intentionally
addressed the topic of environmental security, a range of relevant policy
actions are developing and a variety of on-going practical governmental
and non-governmental programmes and projects are having a noticeable
impact on improving the interplay between environment and security in
many critical areas in the world.�

From the Introduction by Michael Renner,
Senior Researcher/Director of the Global Security Project, Worldwatch Institute


