Environmental Security for Poverty Alleviation (ESP

IES Key Project Democratic Republic of Congo - Case Stuc

LR o (o] ol 1a [0 REAVSTEER =N ol (== IR [ossie  Bol[efe ) More financial funding from governments, internationa
=gl e lTe=To Vi o] a Mol Ma RN [o [T RN s ERERVET[  environmental agencies and donors to:

Wetland by: » Achieve these main goals (protection, conservatio
- Protection, conservation, management anc participative management and wise use of the Ngiri
use of the Ngiri — Tumba — Maindombe Tumba — Maindombe Wetland resources);

SECTUCEER N RECITCAELCRTINIEREINE  « Address Environmental Impacts and Security Asse
- Taking advantage of global remote sensin ments studies:

GIS data sets to consistently and accurate
wetland extent, dynamics and variability;
- Participative sustainable management inv(
civil social and local communities;
- Empowering communities, raising awareng

* Increase research efforts to study, protect, and wise
manage the Ngiri — Tumba — Maindombe Wetland;

* Detect climate and forest cover change, and forest de
gradation using remote sensing and GIS technologi
based, e.g., on the Institute for Environmental Sec

« Contribution to land use planning that negative rity’s Methodology;

UEEEREUEREER N EEUCRANEICRIEEURY  « Strengthen management capacity and improve Info
and sustainable management using new infor mation access and dissemination; | View of Lake Tumba (Photo by Judith Rose)

technologies (GIS and Remote Sensing).  Continue surveys of largely unexplored areas with th

O T oI o S o [t e R s sloJazge=Re kiasy  Objective of helping the Government to create ne WHY CONGO BASI N

Tumba - Maindombe Wetland resources and its bio protected areas;

+ Sharing information from local knowledge on i Expand social science work in communities in order DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO

integrate human livelihood concerns into the conse

resources to various groups of people. vation of protected areas; CAS E STU DY

N EES el N R RS R RV EWATR EIsRTI R« Discover and disclose the networks of the illegal tim
rent planning process and mobilise all stakeholq ber and bushmeat trade originating in this Wetland
abide by the rules. site, and strengthen overall law enforcement in and

around the protected area.

The Congo Basin forest is the second largest contigumirerals (tin, coltan, diamond, copper, cobalt, uranium,
moist tropical forest in the world. It plays a key rolana, gold, nickel), energy (oil, methane gas and high po-
securing the livelihoods of millions of Central Africtential hydraulic and solar energy), forest (timber and non-
tizens. The forest supplies vital regional and worldwdd products including medicinal plants and wildlife)

ecological and climatic services. and water, the people in the DRC are among the poorest

From a global perspective the Congo Basin forestnsties-world. The situation of the rural population, in par-
ABOUT IES pecially important with respect to the huge and uniiguéar in the regions bordering immediately on the natural
The Institute for Environmental Securityigl&Sinternational non-profit non-governmental organisation established in 2002 in The Hague, wit biodiversity (more than 10,000 species of plants, te@@0ves, is marked by poverty, food insecurity and local
presentatives in Brussels, London, California, New York and Washington, DC. The “Knowledge and Action netvearse waktisat ap to in . . . .
tention to environmental security as a means to help prevent conflict, instability and unrest. The Institutt/ameisgjlobé:Efvieonmental Species of birds and 400 Species of mammals) arooifiects.
security by promoting the maintenance of the regenerative capacity of life-supporting eco-systems.” Its mutitiistigtjretes dperitelds climate-relevant functions of the largely intact trofiical abundance of natural resources in the DRC has no
of science, diplomacy, law, finance and education. Activities are designed to provide policy-makers with a metividolomgntaltaeklrity forest. throughout its history, benefited the Congolese people. Mis-
risks in time, in order to safeguard essential conditions for peace and sustainable development. EnviroSecalityetsye sk a8 atel ’ . . : !
partners, are meant to provide decision makers in government, the private sector and NGOs with an arrayadlprattatebiEnisios &nd The Congo Basin forest is spread over the terrltorymmwgement has led to the paradox of an economlcally
initial policy recommendations for globally significant flash-point areas. Initial assessments should lead fmtredareldpmplementation countries — Cameroon, Central African Republic, Reqmutpieople in a naturally rich country. “Securing local fo-
of multi-year EnviroSecurity Action Plans that seek to enhance global environmental, economic and humanwe@inityolideatfythse of Congo, Gabon, Equatorial Guinea and the Demestatidues in the DRC is the top priEdtﬁS(s in post-
interdependency between conservation of eco-system services and poverty alleviation. Republic of Congo (DR C) conflict Democratic Repu o Congo, Ana Iysis St

But, despite enormous stocks of natural resourceg\ganobé#2007 CIFOR, The World Bank and CIRAD).
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Selected Site in the Congo Basin: The New Ramsar’s Ngiri - Tumba - Maindombe Wetland L

INTERNATIONAL IMPORTANCE OF THE NEW LAKE TUMBA WETLAND LANDSCAPE IN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC

AMSAR'’S
* An area of 65,696 square kilometer, more
than twice the size of Belgium.

« Situated around the Lake Tumba regio
Central Western Basin of the DRC, Pro
Equateur, the Ngiri - Tumba - Maindy
Wetland area has become, since July
the world's largest Wetland of Internati
Importance, officially recognised by the
sar Convention, a treaty protecting des
ted wetlands.

* Its rivers and lakes constitute a major sink for
the most prevalent greenhouse gas: carbor
dioxide.

* [t contains the largest freshwater body in
Africa. '

* Fish from the area helps to stimulate the eco-

* It is one of the highest concentrations/Agf! view of Lake Tumba and Congo River - © Google nomies of big cities such as Kinshasa, Bra:
biadiversity anywhere in the world. It souvile o Mbandaka.
contains species of conservation concern such
as forest elephants, forest buffalo and leo- « lllegal and legal logging,

* Vegetation cover at the flood basin acts as &
buffer zone against floods for towns all along
the Congo River and provides fish with bree:
ding sites, wbile different forest types help
filter water and maintain its quality.

pards. There are an estimated 150 speciesg¥ntial for the supply of fresh water, m@wer fishing,
fish, a wide variety of birds, and three typefance of biodiversity, mitigation of ¢f@aching and hunting.
of crocodile as well as hippopotamus. effects of climate change, groundwater

recharge and flood control.

» These animals rely on the water, land and ve-  Forest,
getation of the Ngiri - Tumba - Maindon@#ssava, sweet potatoes, sugarcane andual, e The Ngiri - Tumba - Maindombe area contri
region, but humans do too. Area communiiggsas are all grown in the Ngiri — Tumliinergy, butes to the regulation of flooding and regio-

rely on wetlands for economically importRrtindombe site while oil palm plantatioeakness and poor environmental goverrizadimate and ensures that the quality of the
crops, storm protection, and a clean wagi@undnuts and rice are the princifaanagement, policy and laws implementasi@ter remains good enough for millions of
supply. commercial products. local communities involvement and participagi@ple who depend upon it.



